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Spiritual Realities
!! !!! !!! !High school students have the ability to know God.! They can 
understand their need for a Savior.! They can ask for forgiveness and 
receive Christ in their lives.! They can internalize their faith and have a 
personal, everyday relationship with Jesus.! High school students are 
capable of sharing their faith with others.!

!!!!!!!!!!! Teenagers can understand the deeper concepts of God.! Jesus 
said, ÒI praise you, Father because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned, and revealed them to little childrenÓ (Matthew 
11:25).! Therefore, it is important to challenge students in spiritual 
conversations.! Teenagers can study the Bible, memorize scripture, and 
apply the Bible to their life. Students can teach the Bible to others.

!!!!!!!!!!! Dr. James Fowler of Emory University (Georgia) developed a 
faith stage theory.! He proposed that there are four stages of faith 
development in most people.! The stages are the intuitive/projective 
faith; the mythical/literal faith; the synthetic/conventional faith; and the 
individuative/reßective faith (Educating in Faith, 173). He considered the 
synthetic/conventional faith to take place during the teenage years.! In 
the synthetic/conventional stage a teenagerÕs world has now begun to 
extend beyond the family.! Faith must provide a basis for identity and 
outlook.! Students are still inßuenced by other people but are hoping to 
make more of their own decisions.! They are looking for support from 
others before they step out on their own.! The mentality, ÒIf you go, I 
will goÓ applies.! They are not willing to take risks unless they feel that 
someone will be by their side to guide them.! It is important to help 
them reßect on what they believe.! They can then apply this knowledge 
to their own experiences.! It is a time of testing out their faith on their 
own to see if it works.

!!! !!! !Teenagers enjoy serving.! Creating opportunities for teenagers to 
serve is an important teaching tool.! Giving students the opportunity to 
apply what they are learning greatly enhances their education.! 
"Experiences without words are difÞcult to integrate, describe, and 
retrieve.! Yet, words without experience tend to have limited meaning.! 
The two reinforce each other and are deÞned by one another."

!

How do we neglect to realize a teenager's ability to understand 
faith realities?! How can we reverse our viewpoint?

American adolescents between the ages of 10 and 19 represent 
about 14 percent of all Americans  (Soul Searching, 4).! The American 

teenager cannot [and should not] be overlooked.   In the summer 2010 
editions of PYC, we will consider the realities that affect the American 

teenager and what can do as caring adults to guide them towards Christ.
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The San Carlos Apache Reservation is one of the poorest reservations in the U.S. 
Unemployment is 75-85%. ! 69% fall under the poverty level.  Alcoholism and drug 

abuse are rampant. Suicide amongst Native teenagers is one of the top 
three killers and is four times higher on reservations than the national 
average. 25% of babies are born addicted to Meth.  

Hopelessness is everywhere!

A Dream Center is a place that provides hope by meeting both tangible and spiritual 
needs...something weÕve been doing for almost four years now as First Nations 

Ministries. By opening a Dream Center , we would continue to provide 
Biblical training, food and clothing , but we would also be able to offer shelter, life 
rehabilitation, education and job training . The Dream Center helps solve moral decay, 

crime, drugs, gangs, homelessness and poverty epidemics. Our vision for the 
Dream Center is to see hurting people come to know a 
new life through Jesus Christ.

We'd like to hire the architect as soon as possible. We have two groups coming in 
this summer that may be able to help clear land, level, etc. for construction. T he 
sooner we meet with an architect the sooner we can know how many stages this 
will take and what's feasible now and for down the road.  In the past two weeks 
we've had 6 students and their children staying overnight in our 
double-wide trailer to escape one thing or another and another couple and their 
3 children that are living in a tent and need a place to stay now. I hate to make it 

sound urgent, but pretty much it is. I realize $5,000 isn't going to come overnight 

and we are patiently waiting on the Lord. But your email offering to help with this is 
a HUGE answer to prayer that God wants to move on this soon!  THANK YOU for 
being a conÞrmation for us!  [Susie, Duane, & Jaime]

06.06.10  | $5,000 | dream center

Please note:
Please discuss this 
Òfaith giving 
opportunityÓ with your 
parents.  (If you give, 
please do not beg your 
parents for help, make 
this your own sacriÞce.)  
We are doing this to 
support a ministry we 
believe in and to 
celebrate in God doing 
BIG things. 

Inßuence Realities
!! !!! !!! !High school students are molded by their peers and the various forms of media that entertain 
them.! More so, they are strongly inßuenced by their parents and caring adults in their life.! Parents and 
adults must intercede in students' lives and guide them to be passionate followers of God.! The most 
important spiritual and emotional inßuence in the lives of teenagers is their parents and other caring 
adults in their lives.! ÒThe teenager embodies endless potential not yet hobbled by the defeats and 
compromises of lifeÓ (The Rise and Fall of the American Teenager, 10). ! 

!! !!! !!!! 

How are you (adults) acting upon the reality that you are "the most important spiritual 
inßuence in the life of a teen?"

giving date
june 6th
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June 5 : All church work day, 9a

June 7-12: DGroups begin

June 6: All leader prayer, 6p

June 6: All Youth Group Worship 
Experience, 6:30p

June 10 : 8th Grade party

June 13 : 8th graders...come to hs yg:)

June 13:  Graduating seniors honored at 
church services

June 14 : Day Camp practice, 10a

June 21-25: Day Camp

June 25 : Live Band Night @ coffeehouse

June 28 : Student Leadership Reward 
trip @ Indiana Dunes

June 26 + 27: Prayer send-off for LIFE 
attendees at church

July 4 + 11: no high school youth group
July 9 : no coffeehouse

July 5-11: LIFE impact trip

July 11 : EIGHTs begins 
(multigenerational breakfast and 
community gathering.  Sundays in July + 
August, 9:45a
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jr high boys meet on Thursdays @ 6PM  

topic: "Scary, Gross, and Weird Stories from the Bible"

led by Paul Freeman + Allan Perez

jr high girls meet on Monday  nights

topic: "GrafÞti: Learning to See the Art in Yourself"

led by Claudia Fernandez + Jess Matuzak

high school boys meet on Fridays, 6PM @ Weisfelds home

topic: Evangelism Explosion: How to Share GodÕs Story

led by Alberto LaRosa + John VanderSchuit

high school girls meet on TBA

topic: Book of Romans

led by DomMonique Wright + Jen Hampshire

DGroups begin 2nd/3rd week of June

www.storiesof.us/blog

Summer is the time 
to change things 
up...no school, sleep 
in, get a tan.  
Speaking up 
changing things 
up...why not try out 
a summer D-Group?

http://www.storiesof.us/highschool/calender
http://www.storiesof.us/highschool/calender
http://www.storiesof.us/jrhigh/calender
http://www.storiesof.us/jrhigh/calender
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